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Gandee’s General Store goes “BUCKWILD”
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Students get chance to air grievances at Assessment Day
By JESSICA PATTERSON

Mary Beth Reynolds, associate vice president for
Assessment and Quality Initiatives, said Assessment Day
helps the university focus on its
pros and cons.
“Assessment Day is a day
we set aside to really focus on
assessing how well we are doing as an institution, meeting
the needs of our students and
promoting student learning on
campus,” Reynolds said.
Reynolds said she thinks
Assessment Day is important because it puts attention
on improving the campus for
students.

THE PARTHENON
Assessment Day is meant to
give students a chance to voice
their opinions about academic
and non-academic life at Marshall University.
The Office of Assessment, academic departments at Marshall
and groups and centers such as the
Recreation Center and the Campus
Bookstore ask students to complete surveys and participate focus
groups to give feedback about different aspects of campus.
The surveys, focus groups
and other activities will take
place Wednesday.

“

out of the year every year and
devotes an entire day to look
at the progress we’re making
with our students and see if
we’re really serving our students the way we should,”
James said.
Reynolds said assessment at
Marshall is ongoing.
“Our programs are continually assessing what they do,”
Reynolds said. “We’re continually looking at data from
various assessment points. For
example, our seniors and freshman have been invited to take
the National Survey of Student
Engagement, a national survey

“I think it’s very impressive that our university takes time out of the year every
year and devotes an entire day to look at
the progress we’re making with our students and see if we’re really serving our
students the way we should.”
> Matt James, Student Resource Specialist

“It focuses campus attention
on the importance of evaluating what we do for the purpose
of continually improving what
we do,” Reynolds said. “So,
our focus is more on continuous improvement than it is on
accountability.”

Matt James, a student resource specialist in the Student
Resource Center, said he thinks
having a day to look at student feedback is beneficial for
Marshall
“I think it’s very impressive
that our university takes time
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Woman helps people struggling to find medical diagnoses
By KATE SANTICH

ORLANDO SENTINEL MCT
At 18, Austin Pruitt was an
honor student, star baseball
player and classical pianist.
Then a piercing pain began
behind his eyes.
His father, a surgeon, first
took him to an eye doctor then
to a retina specialist, a cornea
specialist, an otolaryngologist, a neuro-ophthalmologist,
a string of neurologists, assorted surgeons, chiropractors
and acupuncturists. Even a
psychologist.
The family has traveled to
the most prestigious medical
centers in the nation, consulting at least 50 doctors,
and Austin has undergone
numerous surgeries, drug
regimens and other treatments. Four years later, he is
still unable to attend college
or, many days, even leave the
house.

But one of the most helpful
responses he got came from a
75-year-old former property
manager in Orlando who runs
a grass-roots nonprofit organization from a tiny office.
"Whenever he was feeling a
little better, Austin would go
online, and he found her website," said Bryan Pruitt, whose
practice is in Dallas. "And then
she kindly wrote back offering
information. I think she's been
very helpful. She has offered a
number of resources including a few things we hadn't
tried. I think she is a great
resource."
Marianne Genetti has little
formal medical training, and
she is not trying to personally
diagnose anyone. But after decades of searching for clues to
her own medical mystery, she
founded In Need of Diagnosis
seven years ago to help Americans wade through a health

A NIGHT
FULL OF
SECOND
CHANCES
Huntington City Council
sponsors “Second
Chance Prom”
By CAITLIN KINDER-MUNDAY
THE PARTHENON

care system that is increasingly specialized and, she says,
not especially friendly to those
with uncommon illnesses and
symptoms.
"People think they're alone
in this that it's because they
haven't found the right specialist or they don't have the
money to go to Mayo Clinic,"
she said. "They don't realize
it happens all the time. ... In
medicine, you don't exist if
you don't have a diagnosis."
Her message has found a
receptive audience, and her
organization won a national
patient-advocacy award in
2011. Hundreds of people
have sought her help, and
she responds to each of them,
though she earns no salary
and her charity has received
virtually no donations and
little grant money. For most of
her seven years, she has had
little or no staff.

Nearly 200 Huntington community members received a
fresh opportunity to dance the
night away Friday, during Huntington’s first second chance
prom at the Big Sandy Superstore Arena.
The
Huntington
City
Council sponsored the event
with hopes to give people
without means or with
disabilities a chance to experience a night they could
always remember.
People of all ages and walks
of life gathered in their prom
gowns and tuxedos at the Big
Sandy from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m.

But Genetti's passion for an
attitude change in medicine
has led her to lobby some of
the foremost minds in the
field. Mention the name of her
nonprofit to doctors at Yale or
Vanderbilt, for instance, and
many are familiar with it.
"People say you can't change
the medical profession, but I
think you can," she said. "And if
you can't, at least you can help
people while you're trying."
How often do patients languish for years with troubling
symptoms and no diagnosis?
There are no good numbers,
simply because no one tracks
them.
Dr. Lisa Sanders, a clinician
educator in the Primary Care
Internal Medicine Residency
Program at Yale, said the figure most often cited is that in
primary-care specialties the

for a fun night under an “Almost Paradise” theme.
Music spanning across decades was played to entertain
all the generations that were
represented. Pizza and cupcakes were just a few of the
refreshments the prom-goers
received free of charge. “Gotcha Photography” was also
set up to give each person the
chance to hold a piece of the
night in their hands forever.
Mayor
Steve
Williams
started the evening off by
sharing the first dance with his
wife Mary.
Williams said the night
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THE PARTHENON
Oppression, power and
privilege are three small
words with so much meaning, and Marshall University’s
Department of Housing and
Residence Life will host an interactive event called Tunnel of
Oppression, Monday, that will
highlight contemporary issues
of oppression.
Amy Lorenz, assistant director
of academic initiatives for Housing and Residence Life, said the
event tends to shock students
when they walk into the room.
“Students hear words that
are actually used when others
are being oppressed or are oppressing others and it tends to
affect students to get them to
feel the feeling of oppression,”
Lorenz said.
The event will focus on a
series of scenes that aim to educate and challenge students
to think more deeply about issues of oppression.
Staff for Tunnel of Oppression will help students reflect
on their experiences with oppression and the event and put
their newfound knowledge to
use in their everyday lives.
Students will also have the
opportunity to discuss their
experiences with one another
after the event.
Tunnel of Oppression is a
campus diversity program that
originated at Western Illinois
University in 1993. It continues to give students a way to
experience oppression in a
hands-on way and engage in
emotions during the event.
“Students obtain a sense of
what it actually feels like to be
oppressed or discriminated
through the sights and sounds
they experience during Tunnel
of Oppression,” Lorenz said.
Stephanie Hurley, assistant director of Housing and

offered him and his wife a second chance. The two had dated
during high school, but shortly
before their prom, on their
second date, she told him she
was interested in another boy.
“Here 40 years later, I’m
able to take her to the prom,”
Williams said. “As absolutely
gorgeous as she was then, she
can’t a hold a candle to what
she looks like now. “
The largest surprise of the
night came when Williams
took time to renew the vows
of Angela Clay, organizer of the
prom, and her husband Tony.
This too was a second

HIGH 48°
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DHRL plans to open students’
minds with Tunnel of Oppression
By HAYLEE ROBERTS

Marianne Genetti spent decades searching for a diagnosis to her medical condition. She founded In Need of Diagnosis, a nonprofit pushing for
more accurate and timely diagnoses of ilnness. She is shown at her office in Orlando, Florida, on Februar 19, 2013.

which gauges the level of involvement of student.”
Reynolds said the Office of
Assessment plans to focus on a
new initiative of Senior Assessment this year.
“Seniors will be given a fictitious situation with a problem
to solve,” Reynolds said. “There
is no right answer to it. It’s based
on how well students state their
case for their decision.”
James said he thinks student
participation in the surveys is
important because the surveys
give students a voice.

chance for Clay since she only
had a small ceremony without
friends and family when she
and her husband were first
married.
“It took me by complete surprise,” Clay said. “But it only
made the night more special.”
Williams said the prom was
vital to many of the people attending because hey had not
been able to attend or enjoy
their prom and had the chance
to do it over again.
Williams spoke of a woman
he had a chance to meet who
had recently been diagnosed
with cancer. She was able to

LOW 28°

Residence Life, said the event is
about seeing acts of oppression
through the eyes of victims.
“We all know that words and
actions can be hurtful, but it
is difficult to feel these effects
first hand. Often, topics of prejudice, discrimination and acts
of hate are hard to talk about,”
Hurley said.
The event will last about
45 minutes and students will
come watch nine different
skits that are acted out and will
then talk about oppression and
their experiences at the end.
Students and a committee of
faculty and staff put together
the event.
“I hope that students leave
this event advocating for the
greater good. I think most
people in general agree that
oppression is bad, but sometimes we fail to see how some
of our little, every day actions
have a real impact on those
around us,” Hurley said.
Lorenz said the event is all
about educating one’s self on how
others are oppressed every day.
“I call this event a getting
real piece because this isn’t
the normal classroom dialogue
and is meant to be in your face
and shocking,” Lorenz said.
The Department of Housing
and Residence Life is always
looking for students to participate in the Tunnel of Oppression
and it is open to anyone who
wants to be involved.
“While Tunnel of Oppression may be disturbing, it is
an effective tool used to teach
people about how it really feels
to be in the various situations,”
Lorenz said.
Tunnel of Oppression will
be Monday in Room BE5 in the
Memorial Student Center from
6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Haylee Roberts can be
contacted at roberts215@
marshall.edu.

get dolled up, forget about her
illness and share a few dances
with her husband.
Clay said planning began
about two months ago. The
second chance prom was
originally planned for 25 to
50 special needs children, but
evolved into what it became
with the aid of Williams and
City Council.
Williams said Clay called
him in the primary stages of
planning, looking for location
ideas. Williams then received
a call from Councilman Rick

See PROM | Page 5
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LEFT: Tiffany Lambert of Cincinnati snags a pictures with “Buckwild” star Shain Gandee during the Gandee’s General Store grand opening Saturday. TOP RIGHT: Gandee’s General Store in Crown City, Ohio opened its doors
Saturday offering their brand of Gandee Candy as well as other general goods. BOTTOM LEFT: Shalena Callahan folds “Buckwild” T-shirts at the merchandise tend set up outside the store during the event. BOTTOM RIGHT:
Peanut clusters featuring Shain Gandee’s potrait were available as Gandee Candy went on sale Saturday.

Gandee’s General Store goes “BUCKWILD”
By KAYLIN SEARLES

THE PARTHENON
Gandee’s General Store celebrated its grand opening
Saturday with a guest appearance by Shain Gandee from
MTV’s hit show “BUCKWILD.”
The store offered free hot
dogs to the first 300 customers. “Big Buck Country” 101.5,
was also there to celebrate the
opening.
Located in Crown City,
Ohio, the family-run store was
crowed with “BUCKWILD”
viewers. Fans from Cincinnati,
Pennsylvania and just down
the road came to check out the
store and meet Gandee.
Tiffany Lambert, a “BUCKWILD” fan, made the trip from

Cincinnati to meet her favorite
character on the show.
“I can’t wait to meet him, he
is by far my favorite character
on the show,” Lambert said.
“He’s really funny.”
After a long drive, Lambert
and her mother showed up eager and an hour early.
“I love the show because it
reminds me of my friends in
Cincinnati and back home,”
Lambert said. “We drove three
hours to get here, it’s a once in
a lifetime chance.”
Shalena Callahan, Gandee’s
older sister, is a third generation owner of Gandee Candy
and was there to help the family out and sell the now famous
candy.

“My Grandma started making the candy years ago. When
we first started, we did it to
raise money for people in need.
Every holiday we would give it
to people to pay bills or buy
presents for their kids,” Callahan said. “Then MTV came
to us and told us we should
make the company, take it
nationwide.”
Things have changed a little
for Callahan since her brother
started the show, but she said
her younger brother has been
the same way since he was
three years old.
“It’s weird for me that girls
go crazy over him. Shain is
Shain,” Callahan said. “Him
being here today will bring

more fans in and people out to
see the store.“
From 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., Gandee promoted Gandee Candy,
took pictures with excited fans
and signed autographs on anything from rocks, to jackets
and cell phone cases.
“I’m here opening a business,
I reckon,” Gandee said. “It’s
awesome that people came
from Cincinnati to see me. It
let’s me know people up there
are watching the show.”
The second season of
“BUCKWILD” has recently
started filming, and Gandee
said fans can expect the same
things from last season, but a
lot more of them.
“There’ll be more mudding,”

Washington state seeks to
keep marijuana out of bars
By BOB YOUNG

THE SEATTLE TIMES (MCT)
Washington Gov. Jay Inslee wants the state Liquor
Control Board to figure out
how to stop the spread of
bars allowing marijuana
consumption.
The issue became a concern for Inslee after an
Associated Press story about
two bars, Frankie's in Olympia and Stonegate in Tacoma,
letting patrons use marijuana within their walls.
Voters legalized recreational marijuana through
Initiative 502. But I-502 prohibits public consumption.
"We think the board needs
to give this a very hard look,"
said Inslee spokesman David
Postman. "We will implement the will of the voters
and create a well-regulated
industry.
Washingtonians
did not vote for a wide-open
policy."
The board is considering
its options. However, there's
"a loophole in the law that
doesn't allow the board to
hold licensees accountable"
for such activity, said board
enforcement chief Justin
Nordhorn.
Sharon Foster, the board's
chairman, said she expects
the board to try to come up
with a new rule to deal with
the situation.
Frankie's and Stonegate
are trying to avoid obvious
violations. They're getting

around the ban on public use
by turning parts of their bars
into private clubs for marijuana users. And Stonegate
is circumventing the state
indoor smoking ban by having customers vaporize their
marijuana, which doesn't
create smoke.
Nordhorn warned board
members in a meeting last
week that, "Once people are
aware this is a business model
they're going to be popping
up all over the place."
No board members said
they definitely knew of any
other such venues. Seattle police and King County
health officials said they're
not aware of any in the state's
largest city.
The board's options are
tricky.
It can fine liquor licensees for allowing criminal
conduct on premises, such
as drug dealing. But adult
consumption of recreational
marijuana is now legal in the
state. So that tool is blunted.
It can refer indoor smoking
violations to health officials.
But because vaporizing is
not smoking, that appears
another dead end.
It can try to clamp down on
patrons for public consumption, but the bar's private
areas make that difficult.
The state's new marijuana
law bans use in public view,
but doesn't define public
view, Nordhorn said.

"If you've got a private
room and patrons pay a fee
to be a quasi member and
they're not in public view
you run into enforcement
problems because they're
not openly consuming in
public," he said.
State officials are particularly concerned that the
combined use of alcohol and
marijuana will increase impairment of drivers. In the
end, if patrons are ingesting
their own personal supplies,
the only enforcement action
under the new state law is to
issue civil infractions, with
$103 fines, against customers for public use, according
to Nordhorn.
That is more labor-intensive than citing bar owners
for violations. It also raises
questions about the public's
understanding of the law,
Nordhorn said, and whether
an
education
campaign
would be a more appropriate
starting point than fines.
The board's enforcement
officers haven't fined marijuana-using patrons yet,
Nordhorn said, because they
are waiting for the board to
write rules implementing
the new law. Officers would
also want a "green light"
from the board, he said.
Foster said at a board
meeting Wednesday she
wanted to better understand
the legal options and how
widespread the problem
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was before taking action. "If
there's only two (bars) how
much effort do we put into
it? But if we do nothing,"
she said, "how much will it
spread like wildfire?"
Nordhorn
recommended
the board write a new rule
prohibiting any marijuana consumption at a liquor business.
He said that process, which
requires a public comment period, could take up to 90 days.
That option seems consistent with I-502, he said, which
forbids new state-licensed
marijuana stores from selling
liquor, or anything not related
to marijuana.
"I think the only thing I
can say is we're proceeding at next week's board
meeting
with
proposed
rule-making to deal with the
potential issue," Foster said
in an interview.
Frankie Schnarrs said he has
no intention of changing his
bar's policy.
"What the hell
is the difference," he said, "if
somebody smokes in the parking lot or inside?"
Stonegate's owner Jeff Call
couldn't be reached.
If public marijuana use
starts occurring at cannabis
cafes or other establishments
that don't serve liquor, Nordhorn said, the board lacks
enforcement authority over
those venues.
"Our enforcement division
is only responsible for who
we license," he said.

Gandee said. “Hopefully I’ll
only go through one truck. It‘s
hard to tell though; maybe like
four or five.”
Ashley Gandee Lewis, Gandee’s second cousin, is owner
of the new Gandee’s General
Store with her husband Chad.
The store had its soft opening
last Monday.
“There has been so much of
a bigger response to the actual grand opening because
we advertised that Shain will
be there,” Lewis said. “Since
we’re family, he said he’d do
it.”
The Lewis’s also own Graley’s Auto Shop in Huntington
and said they bought the general store so someone would

not put a bar in the vacant
building.
“There’s nothing around it
either way to buy anything,”
Lewis said. “We want it more
to be a community based
thing, where people can come
have a cup of coffee and watch
the news together. More country, more hometown, more
personal.”
Gandee’s General Store offers a variety of products,
including, but not limited to,
a full craft store, hand crafted
wood, fresh produce, fishing
and hunting supplies, beer and
Mary Kay products.
Kaylin Searles can be
contacted at searles1@marshall.edu.

Phil Ramone, pop producer who was
star behind the stars, dies at 82
By MIKAEL WOOD

LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)
Phil Ramone, the veteran
record producer whose work
with such top-tier talent as
Barbra Streisand, Bob Dylan
and Paul Simon made him one
of the most revered figures in
the music business, is dead at
age 82.
He died Saturday of complications from pneumonia
stemming from surgery he
had last month to prevent an
aortic aneurysm, his son, Matt
Ramone, told The Associated
Press.
“Our industry has lost an
immense talent and a true
visionary,” Neil Portnow, president and chief executive of
the Recording Academy, said
in a statement Saturday.
Stevie Wonder called Ramone “the star of stars behind
the stars” and Tony Bennett said the producer was
admired and respected by
“everyone in the entertainment industry,” according to
their publicists.
The winner of 14 Grammy
Awards _ including one in the
early 1980s for producer of
the year _ Ramone was known
for forging close creative relationships with artists and for

the sumptuous sounds of his
work, which typified an era of
lavish recording budgets.
He also won an Emmy
Award for helping to craft a
1973 television special, “Duke
Ellington ... We Love You
Madly.”
Among the albums Ramone
produced were Simon’s “Still
Crazy After All These Years”
in 1975 and Billy Joel’s “52nd
Street” in 1978. Both were
honored with Grammys for
album of the year.
Throughout his career, Ramone was an early adopter
of
recording
technology
as it evolved, and “52nd
Street” is widely regarded
as the first audio CD to be
mass-produced.
Equally important, though,
were his cozy relations with
A-list artists, connections
Ramone put to creative use
in assembling all-star duet
albums for Frank Sinatra and
Bennett. In 2011 Ramone
also
oversaw
Bennett’s
Grammy-winning “Duets II,”
which paired the crooner,
then 85, with younger singers such as Lady Gaga and
John Mayer.
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Dominance at the Dot The long road
Herd keeps winning, sweeps Memphis
COLUMN

back to relevance

By WILL VANCE

Senior First Baseman Alyssa Hively lays out for an out during the Herd’s sweep of Wright State March 28 at Dot Hicks Field.
By KYLE GIBSON

THE PARTHENON
The Marshall University softball team extended its overall win streak to 13 and its
home winning streak at Dot Hicks Field to
20 with a weekend sweep over Conference
USA opponent Memphis.
The series started Friday with a double
header and proved to be a pitcher’s duel in
the first game. Marshall’s ace pitcher Andi
Williamson battled Ellen Roberts of Memphis through 11 scoreless innings, until
Marshall’s Jazmine Valle hit a triple that
brought in Bri-Anna Hope in the bottom of
the 11th to give the Herd a 1-0 victory.
Williamson also took to the mound for
the second and third games of the series
and received better-run support in the
final two games. Valle continued her momentum from the first game and went 3-3
with one run and three RBI, helping to lead
the Herd to a 6-3 win. Williamson received
her only break of the weekend in game two,
as Halie Vance entered the contest in the
6th inning to record a six out save.
It was freshman Shaelynn Braxton who

provided the spark Saturday for Williamson in game three. Braxton went 2-3 with
three RBI and two runs scored, including a
homerun that hit the Dot Hicks field scoreboard. Williamson pitched a complete
game again with seven strikeouts as the
Herd recorded a 6-1 win.
Braxton said the homerun she hit was
special, as she was able to drive in her sister, Kristina, who was on as a pinch runner.
“There was a Braxton to Braxton thing
going on there, so it’s a moment that I’ll remember forever,” Braxton said.
The 20-game winning streak at Dot
Hicks Field stretches back to April 18,
2012, before Braxton was even a student
at Marshall. Braxton said team leadership
helps the Herd keep winning.
“Coming in with there being a win streak
here already, it’s definitely a great thing to
be a part of,” Braxton said. “With the senior
leadership we have, they really emphasize
how big of a thing winning is for our team.”
Marshall Head Coach Shonda Stanton
said the strong offensive showing the team
exhibited was mainly based on confidence.

TYLER KES | THE PARTHENON

“Hitting is so much about confidence,”
Stanton said. “It’s contagious and it’s great
to see our team put up runs Saturday because we knew today would be a battle,
and I couldn’t be more pleased with how
things are going for us now.”
The sweep moved Marshall’s overall
record to 23-12 and 9-3 in conference.
Memphis slipped to 14-25 on the season
and fell to 3-9 in conference.
The Herd will next play Saturday in Houston. The Cougars stand in 3rd, just one spot
ahead of Marshall in the C-USA Standings
with an 8-1 record. Stanton said the games
will be crucial for her squad.
“We have nine wins and they have eight,
but they only have one loss. So if we take the
series at Houston now, things are in our control and we can catch them,” Stanton said.
Williamson moved to 22-11 with a 2.21
ERA and jumped past 250 total strikeouts
with 253 on the season.
Alysia Hively also hit a homerun Saturday, extending her team high total to seven.
Kyle Gibson can be contacted at gibson210@marshall.edu.

Baseball has shakey start in C-USA play
By CAITIE SMITH

ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR
Underneath the bright lights of Appalachian Power Park, the Marshall baseball team
began conference play over the weekend
against 2012 C-USA Champions, UAB.
The Herd went 1-2 on the weekend, losing
Friday evening and splitting a doubleheader
with the Blazers Saturday.
Friday’s contest featured freshman
Chase Boster on the mound who gave up
two home runs in the first inning. The Herd
responded with four runs in the bottom of
the first.
It was a cat and mouse game as UAB retaliated in the top of the second with four runs.
Marshall would not regain the lead after that.
Boster threw four innings, allowing three
earned runs and four unearned off of six hits
and three walks. Six Herd relievers would
be called upon throughout the course of the
game after Boster’s departure.
The Blazers defeated the Herd by a final
score of 10-6.
Three different Herd hitters recorded doubles. Senior Isaac Ballou recorded his sixth
double of the year as senior Matt Kirkwood
notched his third two bagger. Sophomore Eric
Escobedo also had a base clearing RBI double
in the first.
Kirkwood and Escobedo both went 2-4 on
Friday.
The Herd entered Saturday with a clean
slate and high confidence, with staff ace
Aaron Blair on the bump.
Blair improved his record to 4-1, as the junior allowed seven hits through six innings of
work. Ryan Hopkins came on in relief, retiring all nine batters he faced. Hopkins struck
out two and earned his second save of the
season.
Despite managing only four hits, the Herd
pulled out the victory with a 3-1 score. Ballou
hit his second double of the contest and freshman Chase Vogelbach hit a sacrifice fly that
would put the Herd with the advantage in the
bottom of the fourth inning.

Senior Alfredo Brito cushioned the lead
with a two out pinch hit RBI single.
The rubber match started to the Herd’s benefit, with Ballou scoring off an RBI groundout
from fellow senior Nate Gomez.
Freshman Michael Taylor started the second game and took the loss, giving up six runs
off of five hits and four walks. Taylor’s record
fell to 3-2.
Vogelbach went 3-4 in game two, while
Ballou and sophomore Andrew Dundon each
having two hits in the contest.
The Herd left ten runners on base and failed
to capitalize on opportunities in the fifth and
sixth to cut the Blazer lead.
UAB won the finale 12-4.
Marshall celebrated career milestones
over the weekend. Aaron Blair achieved his
150th strikeout, Alfredo Brito started his
100th game for the Herd, and Isaac Ballou
moved to second on the all time walks list
with 113 walks.
The Herd will travel to Morgantown on
Tuesday for the second game of the three
game matchup against WVU.
Caitie Smith can be contacted at
smith1650@marshall.edu.

SPORTS EDITOR
A few days ago, one of my
friends (a transplanted Virginia Tech fan) asked me
what my assessment of Marshall football was for the
coming season.
I told him that I believed
the Thundering Herd could
win at least eight games this
season; that this was the season they could rise back to
the ranks of the relevant.
He just laughed and shook
his head.
“It’s always next season for
you Marshall fans.”
I wish I could say he was
wrong.
For several years, Marshall fans have felt like the
next season could be the
one that the team returned
to glory. Last season was the
worst letdown as fans had
to watch a high-octane, oldfashioned Marshall passing
attack be squandered by a
defense that was one of the
worst in college football.
After the successful years
of Pennington and Leftwich, Marshall football fell
off the college football map
somewhere between then
starting QB Stan Hill’s season ending injury in 2003
and the hiring of Mark Snyder as head coach.
Current Head Coach Doc
Holliday has gotten the
Herd tantalizingly close
to breaking through. A
7-6 season in 2011 was
followed up last season
with a disappointing 5-7
record. This season however, the Herd has to make
that leap.
The 2013 edition of the
Thundering Herd sports
both the reigning C-USA
MVP in QB Rakeem Cato
and the C-USA Freshman

of the Year in RB Kevin
Grooms. Though Cato was a
gunslinger last season with
4,201 yards passing, but the
youth movement at RB with
Grooms, Stewart Butler
and Remi Watson, all rising
sophomores, should take
pressure off of Cato.
And the defense, quite
frankly, has to improve
from 2012 because it would
be very difficult to be much
worse. The players are saying they have a chip on their
shoulder from the rough
season and new defensive
coordinator Chuck Heater
looks to get the unit back
on track.
After being hired as a
highly touted recruiter, Doc
Holliday’s players are starting to fill up the roster. The
talent is on the team, and
what is needed now is taking
care of business, especially
now that the gutting of C-USA
has officially begun.
This team needs to go into
the 2013 season with confidence. This team has to
believe that it can defeat the
likes of Ohio, Virginia Tech
and Tulsa.
This spring, the team and
its rebuilt coaching staff
will begin building that
confidence that they will
need. Fans can only wait
and hope that this team will
finally be the one to take
the Herd back to the realm
of the relevant.
Will Vance can be contacted
at
vance162@
marshall.edu.
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T0P: Sophomore pitcher Matt Margaritonda
pitches against NKU on March 10. Margaritonda
pitched one inning in relief on Saturday
against the Blazers.
BOTTOM: Senior Isaac Ballou bats against the
Blazers. Ballou hit .400 on the weekend.
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Editorial

Huntington needs drastic improvement to improve well-being
The Huntington and Ashland area was
recently listed as the second worst city in
the United States for resident’s well-being.
The only city worse? Charleston. This is
the third year in a row the metro area has
come in the bottom two of this list.
Well-being is determined by overall satisfaction of residents in an area including
physical and emotional health, work environment and accessibility to basic living
necessities.
The results stated that the Huntington
and Ashland metro area came in last for
physical health and ranked highest for
work environment.
The results, which were released
last week, were determined by phone

interviews of more than 300,000 residents
across the country. Metro area statistics
were determined by results from the U.S.
Office of Management and Budget.
Why is this area so consistently lacking
in these areas, and what can we, as residents of this area, do to fix it?
If everyone was a little bit happier and
cordial to those around them, a difference
could begin to be made. However, that is
not all it takes
In 2008, Huntington was the unhealthiest city in America, which sparked the
first season of Jamie Oliver’s “Food
Revolution.”
Fortunately, Huntington has come a long
way since then and as of May 2012, is not

even in the top ten fattest cities in America.
All of these factors are related. Being
physically healthier makes one mentally
happier. That, in turn, makes work environments more pleasant.
As students, we are the future, especially
those who plan to stay in this area for a
while.
If Huntington and Ashland residents
were a little bit healthier, they would be a
little bit happier. Those two things alone
can go a long way in helping a community’s
well-being.
As members of a metropolitan area, we
should band together to try to make our
home a better place, and make a better
name for ourselves around the country.

Another luxury for the
bottom of the table
By MONTY GREEN

GUEST COLUMNIST
Ever since the news that state
appropriations for higher education in West Virginia will be
deducted has been released, there
has been a buzz around campus. It
seems as though Marshall University, a state institution that once
prided itself on consistent tuition
year after year is in trouble.
Although this new deduction is not the first of its kind, the
state has slowly been reducing
its yearly investment in higher
education since 2009. However,
Marshall continues to grow in
large leaps and bounds, especially in the athletics department,
where the Thundering Herd’s soccer program is due to receive a
new state of the art sports facility,
which will sit upon the old Memorial Field House.
Although this project was years
in the making, the question of
its funding does not strike the
imagination too hard. Further, the
soccer program has been incredibly successful in previous seasons,
establishing itself as a constant
contender for the division trophy,
even playing in the NCAA Men’s
Soccer Division One tournament.
However the new renovations
on Edwards field is a different
situation.
Located on 20th street in Huntington, taking up the entire block
between Third and Fifth Avenues,
sits Joan C. Edwards stadium,
home of the Marshall University
Thundering Herd football team
since the completion of its construction in 1991. It replaced the
Fairfield Stadium, also located
in Huntington — the site of the
young Thundering Herd’s infamous win over Xavier in 1971.
Starting just under a week ago,
the Edwards field went under
renovations to increase the seating capacity from its former high
of 38,000. Some are starting to
take notice.
Most ask why.
Why would the university
make another move for the athletics department? Why now, amiss
a possible ten percent spike in

yearly tuition. Further, why expand the amount of seating when
there has been frequent difficulty
selling the seats that are already
there?
Over the past five seasons the
Thundering Herd football team
has only finished with winning
seasons twice.
In those winning seasons, the
record was on the brink of losing,
such as the 2011-2012 season
where the Herd barely broke
even after an amazing catch in
overtime against Conference USA
rival Eastern Carolina. This new
development on the stadium will
not come without a charge and
the university will have to support
it. With a steadily decreasing income from the state budget, some
are beginning to wonder where
tuition dollars are really going —
into the sinking football program
or the rising university colleges?
Perhaps the latter is not getting
enough support because the athletics department does not show
any signs of a nickel and dime
budget. All of the colleges at Marshall have felt pressure in one way
or another, the most notable being
the paper and printing frenzy that
has touched every college across
campus.
Different colleges have dealt
with it in different ways, such as
the history department asking its
professors to bring in their own
paper and cut uses in half. The
Foreign Languages department
has taken a similar approach with
some teachers going entirely paperless. However, the biggest cut
has happened in the W. Page Pitt
School of Journalism and Mass
Communications, which will be
absorbed by the College of Fine
Arts. The journalism school has
stood alone since 1999, but is now
forced to become a part of the
massive fine arts division which
houses several other schools. So,
where is the money really going?
Towards another subpar season
of football with state of that art
empty seats or better learning experience for all?
Monty Green can be contacted
at green173@marshall.edu.

MCT CAMPUS

Column

America and the modern sovereign nation
By ROSS WHITFORD

COLUMNIST
As Americans, we put a lot
of faith and passion into word
freedom.
Our history, our future and the
very core of our republic is based
around that word and concept.
In modern times, the term
freedom has been changed and
mutilated to mean something
completely different when
we feel threatened. When did
it become the policy of the
American people to fight for
freedom at home while telling
other people how they should
live their lives?
When did it become the
American policy to use the
word freedom only when it is
convenient?
The United States is looked
at by many as the world’s policeman, and rightfully so. If
people are in danger and are
being attacked and destroyed
without mercy or provocation,
then as a superpower, it is the

U.S.’s duty to intervene and
help those that it can.
But, why are we going
around the world and telling
people that the way of life they
and their fathers before them
have led is wrong? Is it because
it does not measure up to our
standards?
The American people have
become warped by fear and
through propaganda into believing that the American way
of life is the only righteous way
of life.
Our government, along with
the governments of its allies,
has gone to Iran repeatedly in
the past several decades and
has told the Iranians that they
cannot have nuclear weapons.
The possible threat should
not be marginalized, but neither should the ability of a
nation to make its own decisions. Iran is an independent
nation, and because of that,
if they decide that they want
nuclear reactors within their
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country, then American should
not interfere.
A similar situation can be
seen in North Korea. Here, we
have two countries that have
been divided partially due to
U.S. interference, and while
South Korea surges ahead of
its neighbors to the north, the
militaristic North Korea has
been left behind.
North Korea has stated time
and time again that it is developing nuclear weapons, and
time and time again the United
States has worked to block
these attempts. But what right
does the U.S. have to do so?
Any conflict that is started
by North Korea will be ended
quickly, as the governments
of Russia, China, the United
States and South Korea, along
with allies in the European
Union, would quickly move
troops into North Korea and
end any and all fighting.
So why are Americans so
afraid of what North Korea

might do? Should not all Koreans have a mutual fear of
the United States, and not the
other way around? It has been
estimated that there are over
one million landmines in the
demilitarized zone between
North and South Korea.
Should that not serve as a
uniting concern by all Korean
people? I know that if there
were one million landmines
along the Mason-Dixon Line, I
would be terrified.
Americans have a duty to protect themselves and those who
ask for our help, but we also
have a duty to our principles.
If the United States is going to
continue to be a country that
proclaims to be for freedom
for everyone, then Americans
need to stop limiting other people’s freedom to live as they so
choose under the laws and customs of their own people.
Ross Whitford can be
contacted at whitford@marshall.edu.
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Ramone

Continued from Page 2
He also collaborated with
Sinatra, Ray Charles and
Aretha Franklin, as well as on
the soundtracks of such films
as “Midnight Cowboy” (1969)
and “Flashdance” (1983).
While
working
with
Streisand on her 1983 film
adaptation of “Yentl” he described his role to the Los
Angeles Times: “’Yentl’ takes
place in 1903, so when the
songs are heard in the film,
they’re played turn-of-thecentury style. That’s OK for
the movie, but Barbra wants
to put some of these songs on
the pop market — obviously,
they have to be updated, be
produced in a way that fits
the current market. That’s
where I come in.”
Streisand said in a statement Saturday, “Phil had
impeccable musical taste,
great ears and the most
gentle way of bringing out
the best in all the artists he
worked with.”
Ramone was born in South
Africa in 1931, according to
his 2007 memoir “Making
Records,” but some public
records give his birth year
as 1934. He grew up in New
York, where his musical talent
— and dedication to the craft
— developed at an early age.

Amazon to buy bookrecommendations site
By ANDREA CHANG

LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)
Amazon.com
Inc.,
which
started as an online bookseller
before becoming the e-commerce behemoth it is today, is
buying book-recommendations
site Goodreads.
Amazon announced the deal
Thursday. The purchase price
was not disclosed.
Goodreads, a San Francisco
company, launched in 2007. On
the website, members can list,
rate and review books they've
read and discover new books by
using the site's recommendation
tool.
It's also become a social network for avid readers: Members
can see what their friends are
reading and comment on their
reviews, and join online discussions on books they've read.
Despite offering "Earth's biggest selection," Amazon has long
had an interest in books. The
Seattle company was founded in
1994 as an Internet bookseller

Assessment Day
Continued from Page 1

“I would equate it to voting
in an election,” James said. “It’s
pointless to complain about
something and not do something about it. That is what
these events are designed for.
It’s so we can get the pulse of
the student body and see what
is working and what is not.”
There will be lunch for the
participants on the Memorial
Student Center Plaza with performances by jazz ensembles
from the music department
and the Marshall University
Fife and Drum Corps.
Classes will be cancelled for
the assessment activities. However, all classes 4:00 p.m. or
later will meet as scheduled.
Jessica Patterson can be
contacted at patterson73@
marshall.edu.

Diagnosis

Continued from Page 1
initial diagnosis is incorrect
about 15 percent of the time.
A 2003 analysis published
in JAMA found that about one
in four patients whose cases
were studied at autopsy had
experienced a "major error"
in diagnosis. In more than
a third of those cases, the
outcome might have been
different with the correct
diagnosis.
The researchers said doctors had clearly improved in
accuracy from 1966 to 2002,
the period of analysis, but that
misdiagnosis likely still contributed to the deaths of nearly
35,000 patients a year.
Sanders — whose "Diagnosis" column for The New York
Times was the inspiration for
the TV show "House M.D." —
blames some of the problem
on the increasing pressure primary care doctors face to rush
through patients.
"The world is not filled
with internists who would be
thrilled to see a patient come in
with a 3-inch stack of records"
seeking a diagnosis, she said.
"And do you know why? Because we have six minutes to
see a patient. The whole system
is set up so that complicated
patients get the short end of
the stick."
In private practice, two oftcited studies show the average
time spent per patient dropped

and expanded its presence in
the reading world when it introduced the Kindle e-reader.
That shared interest for "reinventing reading" made the deal
a good fit, said Russ Grandinetti,
Amazon's vice president of Kindle content.
"Goodreads has helped change
how we discover and discuss
books and, with Kindle, Amazon has helped expand reading
around the world," Grandinetti
said. "In addition, both Amazon and Goodreads have helped
thousands of authors reach a
wider audience and make a better living at their craft. Together
we intend to build many new
ways to delight readers and authors alike."
Goodreads has more than
16 million members who have
added more than 530 million
books to their digital shelves
and written 23 million reviews.
There are more than 30,000
book clubs on the site.
In a blog post on Goodreads'

Prom

Continued from Page 1
Simmons who heard of
Clay’s idea and wanted to back
it up.
Simmons said he and Councilwoman Rebecca Thacker
used a portion of the Exceptional City Grant to fund the
second chance prom.
As part of the Exceptional
City Grant, each council member was given $2,500 to use
to benefit the community.
Williams said Simmons’ and
Thacker’s use of money was
the first use of the grant money
since being placed into the
budget.
Simmons said the event was
just one step in showing the
community that the city does
care, which has been a goal of
City Council for a long time.
“It’s very important because
from 21 minutes in 2001 to 10
by 2007.
But that shrinking amount
of face time isn't the only culprit. Patients who hop from
specialist to specialist, with
no internal medicine doctor
looking at the big picture, contribute to the problem. One
doctor may not even know
what medications another has
prescribed.
Dr. Deborah German, dean
of the University of Central
Florida College of Medicine and
a rheumatologist by training,
said doctors who encounter
conflicting test results and baffling symptoms need to have
"the spirit of inquiry."
"We need to train the doctors, when they're finished
with what they do know, to
then say: 'What could this be?'
" she said. "And then they need
either to pursue it themselves
or make sure the patient gets
in the hands of someone who
can."
It's also critical how they
communicate that message to
the patient. For someone with
chest pain whose test results
reveal a healthy heart, the doctor's response should not be a
dismissive, "There's nothing
wrong with you."
Instead, German said, it
should be something like: "I
have good news for you. The
pain you're having is not your
heart. And the reason that's
good news is that I don't have
to take you to the (operating

website Thursday, co-founder
and Chief Executive Otis Chandler (and grandson of former
Los Angeles Times publisher
Otis Chandler) called Amazon a
"perfect partner" whose reach
and resources would help his
company "create an even better
experience" for members.
"For all of you Kindle readers,
there's obviously an extra bonus
in this announcement. You've
asked us for a long time to be
able to integrate your Kindle and
Goodreads experiences. Making
that option a reality is one of our
top priorities," Chandler said.
The acquisition is expected
to close in the second quarter.
Goodreads will continue to be
based in San Francisco, and
Chandler said members' reviews and ratings will remain on
the Goodreads site.
"Amazon supports us continuing to grow our vision as an
independent entity, under the
Goodreads brand and with our
unique culture," he said.

it shows community unity,”
Simmons said. “It shows that
the city doesn’t care what caliber you’re from or what your
disability is. We care for them,
no matter what.”
Clay said how thankful she
was to all the people who made
the night a success.
“We could not have done it
without all of our contributors,”
Clay said. “They are who made
all of this possible.“
Clay said her hope is to see
the dance turn into an annual
event, so it can keep growing, which Simmons supports
fully.
“As soon as we get back to
City Council, it won’t be long
until I will be writing a resolution to make this a yearly
event,” Simmons said.
Caitlin Kinder-Munday can
be contacted at kindermunday@marshall.edu.

room) today, and you're not
going to die in your sleep tonight. But it's also bad news,
because it means that we don't
know the source of your pain
right now, and I'm sorry that I
couldn't find out what it is. But
I know someone I think might
help you."
Genetti welcomes that spirit
of inquiry and collaboration _ something she said she
rarely sees now. Although the
National Institutes of Health
established its Undiagnosed
Diseases Program in 2008 _
taking patients with mysterious conditions that have long
eluded diagnosis _ the team of
doctors there accepts only 50
to 100 cases per year. Meanwhile there are thousands of
applicants, each with piles of
medical records and referral
letters, some stretching back
decades.
Perhaps more disheartening, the team has produced
a diagnosis for less than 20
percent of the patients it
accepts.
Genetti knows she personally may never find the answer
to her own problem: difficulty walking and, sometimes,
breathing, along with recurring
fatigue. She needs a cane to
move even a few yards.
Her problems date back to
when she was 18. She remembers distinctly the moment her
legs first buckled on her.
In the decades since, she —
like Dr. Pruitt and his son — has
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“While most 10-year-olds
were outside playing ball, I
was inside playing the violin,”
he wrote in his book.
He studied at the Juilliard
School before shifting his attention from classical music
to pop and jazz. As a teenager,
he had nurtured the interest
by secretly listening to the
radio.
After apprenticing as an
engineer, he co-founded a
New York studio and called
it A&R Recording; the “A”
was for his partner, Jack
Arnold.
In 1962, Ramone engineered Marilyn Monroe’s
famously breathy performance of “Happy Birthday,
Mr. President” at President
John F. Kennedy’s televised
Madison Square Garden
birthday party.
By the early 1960s, he
was working on a series of
important jazz recordings,
winning his first Grammy
for Stan Getz and Joao Gilberto’s
“Getz/Gilberto,”
which turned “The Girl
From Ipanema” into an international smash. He later
moved into pop and rock,
engineering and then into
producing blockbuster projects by Simon, Joel and many
others.
“I always thought of Phil
Ramone as the most talented

guy in my band,” Joel said in a
statement Saturday. “So much
of my music was shaped by
him and brought to fruition
by him.”
Quincy Jones, who like
Ramone was one of the few
producers who was nearly as
famous as his clients, said Saturday in a release: “Whenever
I was in the studio recording,
if Phil wasn’t there by my side
it would seem like one ingredient was missing.”
Ramone had served as a
producer on Jones’ most recent studio album, 2010’s
“Soul Bossa Nostra.”
Other recent projects included “Just a Little Lovin’,”
Shelby Lynne’s 2008 tribute
to Dusty Springfield, and a
reteaming with Simon for
2011’s acclaimed “So Beautiful or So What.”
A member of the Songwriters Hall of Fame, Ramone
was chairman emeritus of
the board of trustees of the
Recording Academy and a
co-chairman of its producers
and engineers wing.
He lived in Wilton, Conn.,
and had a wife, Karen, and
three sons, Matt, Simon and
William.
“The greatest interaction
in the world,” Ramone wrote
in his memoir, “is the creativity involved in making
music.”
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Phil Ramone, the pop producer behind such top-tier talent as Barbra Streisand, Bob Dylan and
Paul Simon, died on Saturday. He was 82.

been to the top medical centers
in the country and had several
suggested diagnoses, including that her symptoms were
psychosomatic.
"If they can't find the problem, they deem the patient to
be the problem, and they send
the patient to a psychiatrist,"
she said. "That's not always so
bad. The psychiatrist may be
the only one who has time to
listen."
She ultimately turned to
a doctor certified in "functional medicine" — a field that
looks holistically at nutrition,
genetic makeup and other factors to determine root causes.
It is what she suggests to the
patients who write to her,
in addition to sending them
literature on their specific
symptoms and help in finding
practitioners who "think outside the box."
"Dr. House," she likes to say,
"where are you?"
"We need people like her,"
Bryan Pruitt said. He recently
set up a website detailing his
son's medical history and test
results and offering a $50,000
reward for an answer that will
resolve Austin's problem.
"I found out that if your symptom is pain, a lot of doctors kind
of put you in a category — you
know, you're a complainer,
you're a malingerer or you're
just seeking drugs," he said of
his colleagues. "At least Marianne showed us a willingness
to help."
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EDITORS’ PICKS | THINGS WE HATE
1. Early mornings

6. The cold

2. Wet socks

7. Season hiatuses

3. Homework

8. Wingdings

4. Windows 8

9. The designated hitter

5. The Oxford comma

10. The dentist
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“IF I LOOK BACK

I AM LOST.”

GEORGE R. R. MARTIN
“GAME OF THRONES”
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APRIL CALENDAR OF EVENTS

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1

’ Day

ools
F
l
i
r
p
A
Advanced
Registration
for Summer
session

7
d
orl

lth
a
e

y
Da

H

W

14

2

3

Autism
Awareness
Day

Keith-Albee
Performing Arts
Center
ay
D
t
n
ssme
e
s
s
A

Complete
withdrawals
only

9

8
Recommended
date to apply for
December 2013
graduation

Aziz Ansari
7 p.m.

*

10

Playlist on
the Plaza

4

6

5K Run/
Walk
1 p.m.
Pullman
Square

11

12

13

Last day
to drop 2nd
8 weeks
courses

11 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Memorial Student
Center Plaza

15
16
Tax Day

5

17
18
Playlist on
the Plaza

19

20

26

27

11 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Memorial Student
Center Plaza

21

22

23

National
Laugh Out
Advanced
Foresensics Registration for
Loud
Associa7 p.m.
fall semester
tion Annual
Marcos
Tournament Earth Day

28

29

24
Playlist on
the Plaza

25

11 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Memorial Student
Center Plaza

Arbor Day

Full moon

30

Worldwide
Vegan Bake Sale
4 p.m.
Pullman Square

4 p.m. for assessment activities
*Classes cancelled until
Just for fun...

Autism
Awareness
Month

4. Hug a Newsman Day
6. Plan Your Epitipah
13. Scrabble Day
14. International Moment of Laughter Day
18. High Five Day
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